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expiration. A fatal event immediately followed the rupture of the conferences:1 On the 17th of August Austria, wishing to gain by war as she had before gained by alliances, declared that she would unite her forces with those of the Allies. On the very opening of this disastrous campaign General Jomini went over to the enemy. Jomini belonged to the staff-of the unfortunate Marshal Ney, who was beginning to execute, with his wonted ability, the orders he had received. There was much surprise at his eagerness to profit by a struggle, begun under such melancholy auspices, to seek a fresh fortune, which promised better than what he had tried tinder our flag. Public opinion has pronounced judgment on Jomini.2 The first actions were the battle of Dresden, which took place seven days after the rupture of the armistice, and the battle in which Vandamme was defeated, and which rendered the victory of Dresden unavailing. I have already mentioned that Moreau was killed at Dresden.8 Bavaria was no sooner
1  It was on the llth of August, not the 17th, that Metternich announced to Caulaincourt, Napoleon's plenipotentiary at Prague, that Austria had joined the Allies and declared war with France; see Thiers, tome xvi. p. 225. At midnight on 10th August Metternich had despatched the passports for the Comte Louis de Narbonne, Napoleon's Ambassador, and the war manifesto of the Emperor Francis; then he " had the beacons lighted which had been prepared from Prague to the Silesian frontier, as a sign of the breach of the negotiations, and the right (i. e. power) of the Allied armies to cross the Silesian frontier " (Metternich, vol. i. p. 199).
2  Jomini had been cruelly treated by Berthier, the chief of the staff, who had been always indisposed towards him.   At the very time that Jomini, then chief of the staff to Ney. was expecting some well-won reward for his part in the battle of Bautzen, he received an order placing him in arrest for not having sent in a return delayed by the difficulty of getting the information from the divisions.   Jomini, long discontented, now passed over to the Russians, and thenceforward acted as military adviser to Alexander.   It is fair to remember that he was Swiss, not French, and that, when going over, he first placed all Ney's outposts in safety from a surprise.   He defends himself in his own work (Vie de NapoWon, tome iv. p. 368, note), and says that even if he had been capable of revealing any plan of Napoleon he did riot know it. See also Sainte-Beuve (Jig Qineral Jomini), where the matter is treated at length.   It would not be right to treat Jomini as a traitor, but'to act against any army with which he had served so long, and with whose triumphs he had been so connected, was a deplorable act in the life of that great writer.   He was naturally looked on with great jealousy by his new comrades.   He says Muffling (p. 82) proved himself that same day a sublime teacher indeed, but at the same time so unpractical on the field of battle that his advice was not asked again.
8 The following is a contemporary account of the death of Moreau, whose military fame once rivalled that of Bonaparte. It is taken from a letter written by a British officer; and dated Toplitz, 4th September, 1813.
" General Moreau died yesterday. He was in the act of giving some opinion on military matters, while passing with the Emperor of Russia be-